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Question
Mr. Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi MNA, PPPP
Since the President is constitutionally required to address the first session of Parliament and he has not done so, we think that the budget is illegal. Please enlighten us on this issue.



Answer
Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad
[bookmark: _GoBack]Budget does not become illegal without the joint session summoned by the President, but the basic concept of Parliamentary system is such that all decisions shall be taken in the Parliament and the government shall also be answerable to the Parliament. Address of the President is not mandatory but the government has to give an account of their future plans. In Pakistan, Parliament is summoned without any agenda. The President's address is not government's policy statement nor an agenda of legislation but a sermon.
